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The disassociation dodge is as old as spying* 

When a spy is caught, his country pretends its known nothing about him. 

This was the White House game from the first. 

But everybody did know. And it is not possible that %xon didn't, 

Xn a government of madmen only would any project with the inherently calamatous 
nature of these crimes be undertaken without the knowledge and approval of the head of 
government. During an election period and in the United States most of all was it essential 
for the President to approve bec a use detection of his agents could be so completely 
ruinous to him* The real question is not of awareness but whether he, in fact, dreamed 
the stupidity up 0 




Even Spiro Agen Vice President Agnew f himself an acconplished* practising 

graijfer and tax-evader knew and promptly said, as the lawyer in him diotated, "I don't 
think we ought to discuss ±h it again." 1^1 J illhu, jjjllM Uw> 

This was evidence avoided by the official investigations, all of which shuddered 
in terror at the whol4 truth. It was provided by one of the star witnesses, Jeb Stuart 



Magruder, the second gixonian to start talking to the prosecutors, (Counsel John Wesley 
Dean,III, was the firsto) 



Magruder had been on the White House staff, was switched to be second— in— command of 
Nixon's person re-elections committee and then, after his involvement was known to the 
White House, was given a cushy, high-paying Commerce Department position, complete with 
limousine and chaufferu. 



Magruder had been in on the original planning of the spy operaion with Nixon's 
former Attorney General anct then re-election cheif , John Mitchell, as Magruder testified 
to the Ervin committee o n 

'V ^ S t/Jlrc tUpkrovJ ™ 

Magruder also testified that / he had kept thfe r White House 

command was upward through Gordon Strachan, a young lawyer formerly with the Nixon 
law firm and then assistant to H.RoHaldeman, Nixon's top-ranking personal assistant, 

Strachan, in turn, testified that Haldeman had instruc tedhim to destroy the file that 
disclosed his knowledge and reporting of it to Haldeman, 

tyu^Ylo ( /PP S~f i'll 1 /) 
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informed© The chain of 



What official investigarors did not want Magruder included in his personal contribution 



to the seixLes of Watergate self- justifications, his book. An Ameeican ^ife: One Man's 
SsaL to Watergate , excerpted in The Maw Yr>rk of Sunday, May 19, 1974* 

In it he was honest enoughs "Mo one ever considered there would not be a cover-up," 
he said, forthrightly/ 

He was no less direct in reporting that two days after the break-in/ taiehzvas 
tafias* he described it to Agnew as "our operation," 

"Maxj mum John" Sirica, the initial Watergate judge, sentenced i'iagruder, who has the 
All-American boy looks, to a sentence of 10 months to four ta&r* in a cushy jail, Allen- 
wood, Pennsylvaniao Going easy on those who confess and help is common and accepted. 

But i ‘*agruderss confessed crimes including included being in on the original planning of 
the spy operation, helping to 



